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to insignificance. The score in the contest between state and church for control of
higher education was more than even. For the few cases in which states tried to take
over private institutions, there were many cases where religious groups tried to control
the state universities.
Until the Civil War the state universities lagged far behind the private colleges in
their influence upon American higher education. However, with the passage of the
Morrill Act by Congress in 1862, a new era began. It granted to every state 30,000
acres of public land for each of its members in Congress, the money to be used for the
establishment of agricultural and mechanical colleges that would teach the liberal arts
as well as the sciences appropriate to agriculture, engineering, mining, and forestry.
Some of the states set up separate "A and M" colleges; others gave the money to their
already established universities. With this impulse the state universities were propelled
on their way to becoming a major force in the modernization of education and
American society. Characteristically, they made more widely available a popular
education that was increasingly secular and scientific, practical and professional,
diversified and comprehensive.
C  GROWING POPULARITY OF THE PRACTICAL AND
THE PROFESSIONAL
Much as Englishmen had done, Americans sought to meet the rising demands for a
modern, "useful" education by trying to reform their established educational institu-
tions, and then, failing that, they set about establishing new institutions. In the
course of 150 years the trend was perfectly plain. The town supported Latin grammar
schools in New England and the religiously sponsored grammar schools elsewhere were
not particularly interested in the new commercial life of the seacoast towns in the
eighteenth century. The Latin grammar schools were primarily college-preparatory
institutions attracting the relatively few students destined for the major learned
professions in church and state. Well before the American Revolution a growing
demand for more practical and modern education was passing the grammar schools
by.8
Therefore, two new types of secondary schools appeared, comparable to those in
England—private-venture schools run by enterprising schoolmasters and academies run
by corporate bodies of interested men. As a result, the Latin grammar schools began to
disappear in the eighteenth century, as did the private-venture schools after a period of
great popularity. This left the field of secondary education largely to the academy as
the new republic got under way. But during the nineteenth century the academy
became more academic, more elite, and less attuned to the needs of a growing,
industrial, urban population, so still another new institution was invented, the public
high school. By mid-century it had challenged the academy in popularity and was
ready to move on to become the standard vehicle of American secondary education in
8See, for example, Jon Teaford, lThe Transformation of Massachusetts Education, 1670-1780,"
History of Education Quarterly, vol. 10, pp. 287-307, Fall 1970.

